[Characterization of specific IgG, IgM, IgA and IgE isotypes in profound candidiasis].
Enzyme-linked immunofiltration assay technique (Elisa) has been applied to the characterization of G, M, A and E anti-Candida antibodies isotypes specific to cell wall mannans in 201 sera from 126 patients. These sera were studied at the same time using Co-immunoelectrodiffusion and indirect immunofluorescence. In 18 of 21 patients with systemic candidiasis, Elisa demonstrated the presence of antimannan IgG antibodies in sera contemporary of Candida positive blood culture. These IgG were associated with antimannan IgM, A and E in 15 patients. In 37 patients colonized with Candida, used as negative controls, antimannan IgG were detected in 3 cases, and in 2 were associated with specific IgMs. The sensitivity and specificity of Elisa IgM and IgA in the diagnosis of systemic Candidiasis were 85.7% and 81%, respectively. The kinetic study shows that the different isotypes appeared most of the time simultaneously. The evolution of the 4 isotypes beyond the acute episode was variable and without correlation with the clinical status. The decrease of IgG was slower than the one of IgM, IgA or IgE. The systematic research, in at risk patients, of antimannan antibodies using Elisa required simple technology. A simple method should allow to aim at other functional antigens which could be used in a quantitative manner to determine the efficacy of the medical treatment.